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1
DEVICE AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING A
DATA STREAM ON THE BASIS OF DATA
PACKETS PROVIDED WITH PACKET
SEQUENCE MARKS, AND SATELLITE
RECEIVERS FOR PROVIDING THE DATA
STREAM

Embodiments in accordance with the present invention
relate to a device for generating a data stream, to a method of
generating a data stream, to a satellite receiver, or satellite
receiver front end, for receiving a receive signal and for
providing data packets, to a system for transmitting data
packets, as well as to a computer program for executing the
foregoing method.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Devices and/or methods in accordance with some embodi-
ments may be employed, for example, in satellite navigation
receivers, or their associated front ends, which have an asyn-
chronous interface that does not enable bidirectional trans-
mission due to the limited transmission capacity.

Originally, satellite receivers were employed for position
sensing and navigation in the military field, for example for
weapon systems, warships and airplanes. Nowadays, how-
ever, satellite receivers are increasingly used for non-military
purposes as well, for example for seafaring, aviation, by
means of navigation systems in cars, for orientation in recre-
ation, in metrology and surveying, in agriculture, in high-
performance sports and for use in mobile phones.

For example, the levels of accuracy of satellite receivers
nowadays even enable automatic touchdowns in civil avia-
tion, provided that the center lines of the runway were pre-
cisely measured beforehand. Another widespread field of use
is fleet management on the part of traffic enterprises as well as
transport services on land and on water or at sea. For example,
if the vehicles or ships are equipped with satellite receivers,
the control room stays on top of the locations of the vehicles
or ships at any time and can immediately intervene in the case
of disturbances. Satellite receivers are also employed, for
example, in cars so as to show the driver the way to the desired
destination using comprehensive map and city map software,
for example by providing the driver with acoustic directional
instructions. Recently, the use of satellite receivers on PDA
systems (personal digital assistance systems), PNA systems
(personal navigation assistance systems) and in mobile
phones has seen a sharp increase. Said devices may be flex-
ibly and quickly employed in various vehicles, for example.
Mostly, routing is graphically represented on a color screen
and with interactive input.

The spreading of satellite receiving terminals may also be
explained, in particular, with regard to the constant decrease
in prices of electronic products. While fixedly installed sys-
tems are typically considerably more expensive than mobile
terminals, they have the advantage, however, that they may be
coupled to the vehicle’s electronics. Thus, additional data
which is available in the vehicle and also takes velocity and
acceleration into account in order to determine the position
more accurately and to be able to determine a position even in
areas with no reception, e.g. tunnels, may be rendered usable.

Within buildings, satellite reception is mostly reduced or
impossible. In the respective case, this will depend, e.g., on
the building materials used in the building and/or their damp-
ing properties, and on the location within the building. For
example, in the vicinity of a window or in rooms with large
windows and an unobstructed sky view, position determina-
tion may still be quite possible with reduced accuracy,
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2

depending on the current satellite position. In internal spaces,
for example cellars, satellite reception is highly restricted,
however. Relatively recent satellite receivers enable ensuring
reception of the satellite signal also in some situations such as
inside buildings, for example. This may be enabled, for
example, in that the receive signals are not measured chrono-
logically, and in that not only one receive path is used, but in
that a plurality of parallelized satellite receivers are used. By
means of such parallel utilization of satellite receivers with
simultaneous evaluation, e.g. multipath reception may be
highly reduced, for example, so that in combination with an
increased input sensitivity of the satellite signal, also those
signals that have been reflected by walls and floors may
possibly still be evaluated inside buildings or in narrow alley-
ways in densely built-up areas.

For example, satellite receiving systems measure the
receiver’s position by means of the distance from several
satellites. For example, the satellites continuously emit their
changing positions and the precise time of day. From their
signal propagation times, the satellite receivers may then
calculate their own positions and velocities. For this purpose,
for example, three satellites may be used for determining the
space coordinates, and a fourth satellite may be used for
determining the time coordinate. By means of the satellite
signals, not only the position, but also the velocity of the
receiver may be determined, which may be effected, for
example, by measuring the Doppler effect.

For example, satellites emit “spread spectrum” modulated
signals. A data signal may be modulated, for example, with a
pseudo-random code sequence and be received by the
receiver by means of cross correlation. For particularly effi-
cient transmission, code sequences, for example, may be used
which exhibit a specific code phase shift. For example, the
satellite signals are emitted, by means of the specific coding,
such that the resulting transmission sequences of various
satellites are orthogonal to one another, so that independent
reception of the individual satellite signals becomes possible
even though all of the satellites emit at the same frequencies.
This code division multiple access (CDMA) is used in most
satellite receiving terminals for evaluating the transmit
signal(s), for example. For example, Gold sequences may be
used for this which may be generated, for example, from two
generator polynomials by means of fed-back shift registers, it
being possible to use a code phase shift between the two
generators in order to achieve that different Gold sequences
having the identical generator polynomials are positioned
within the code space such that they are almost orthogonal to
one another and therefore hardly influence one another. In this
respect, the received satellite signals have a sufficiently small
cross correlation for the CDMA reception due to the code
phase shifts, so that a plurality of satellites of the same trans-
mit frequency may transmit data to the satellite receivers.

To increase accuracy, the signals may also be sent out by a
satellite at several frequencies, for example; in most cases,
one may select which code may be transmitted at which
frequency. Due to the transmission at several frequencies,
ionospheric effects, for example, which lead to an increase in
the propagation time, may be subtracted out so as to increase
the level of accuracy.

For example, a typical satellite receiver may operate in
accordance with the principle that, for a received signal of a
satellite, a Gold code sequence is generated which corre-
sponds to the Gold code sequence emitted by the satellite. The
code sequence received at, and the code sequence generated
within the receiver itself initially are not temporally related.
To establish this temporal relationship, both sequences are
multiplied by each other after one of the sequences has under-
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gone a temporal shift, and the multiplication results are
added. This procedure may also be referred to as cross corre-
lation. If the temporal shift is varied, the sum will change. For
example, the sum will be at a maximum if the sequences
temporally coincide.

For example, it is also possible—due to the specific code
sequences emitted by the satellite—to ensure that the maxi-
mum of the cross correlation occurs only at the correct code
sequence and at the correct temporal shift, which may also be
referred to as uniqueness. By counting within the signal units,
and by means of positional evaluation of the current time
within the code block, it is possible, for example, to determine
the precise transmission time when the received signal was
emitted by the satellite. For the evaluation it is sufficient, for
example, for only the time of the beginning of a code block
within the satellite to be known. The receiver may then mea-
sure the time between the evaluation time and the beginning
of'acode block to determine the transmission time of the code
block by evaluating the satellite message.

Because of the signal evaluation by means of cross corre-
lation determination and evaluating the maximum of the cross
correlation, it is particularly important that the temporal
coherence of the receive signal is maintained. For example, a
cross correlation can be correctly evaluated only if both sig-
nals over which the cross correlation is performed have a
correct temporal relationship to each other. This means that a
receive signal should have the same temporal reference as a
transmitted signal so as then to be able to determine, by means
of correlation, the temporal shift as compared to the transmit-
ted signal.

The satellite navigation receiver mostly has only limited
transmission capacity available to it for forwarding the sig-
nals received from the satellites to a checkpoint, for example,
said limited transmission capacity enabling no bidirectional
transmission, for example. Applications in this context com-
prise forwarding, with a low protocol overhead, the received
data of a satellite navigation terminal to, e.g., a checkpoint
which may enable, for example by means of the data of
several satellite receive terminals, checking and monitoring
the positions of the individual satellite navigation receivers.
In this manner, for example, effective fleet management on
the part of, e.g., traffic enterprises as well as efficient control
of, e.g., transport services on land, in the air or at sea may be
enabled. By means of the data sent by the satellite receivers,
the control room stays on top of the locations of the various
vehicles or ships or flying objects at any time and can imme-
diately intervene in the case of disturbances.

For example, the satellite receiver which, in this commu-
nication, becomes the transmitter so as to transmit the data
received from the satellites to the checkpoint, has an asyn-
chronous interface available to it. The data stream is emitted
by the transmitter, for example, as soon as the data is available
to the transmitter and without the transmitter paying attention
to the receiver. This means that due to the lacking reverse
channel, no “handshake” can occur between the transmitter
and the receiver. Since the transmitter receives no feedback
from the receiver, any errors that occur on account of the
transmission link cannot be balanced off by re-transmitting
the defective packets. The data stream may consist, e.g., of a
succession of packets that the transmitter may transmit to the
receiver via its asynchronous interface with a low protocol
overhead.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, a device for determining a
position of a satellite receiver on the basis of data packets that
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4

are received from the satellite receiver, include a satellite
signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks may
have: a packet loss detector for detecting, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data packets
between two received data packets have been lost; and a data
packet processor configured to replace the one or more lost
packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to generate a data
stream as a sequence of the received data packets and of the
fill-in packets inserted in place of the lost data packets; a
correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a ref-
erence data sequence so as to acquire a correlation result; and
aposition determiner configured to determine the position of
the satellite receiver by means of the correlation result.

According to another embodiment, a method of determin-
ing a position of a satellite receiver on the basis of data
packets that are received from the satellite receiver, include a
satellite signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks
may have the steps of: detecting, while using the packet
sequence marks, whether one or more data packets between
two received data packets have been lost; replacing the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the lost
data packets; correlating the data stream with a reference data
sequence so as to acquire a correlation result; and determin-
ing the position of the satellite receiver by means of the
correlation result.

According to another embodiment, a system for transmit-
ting data packets that are based on a receive signal of a
satellite receiver, include the receive signal, and are provided
with packet sequence marks, and for determining a position
of the satellite receiver may have: a satellite receiver for
providing data packets that are based on a satellite signal,
which satellite receiver may have: a sampler for sampling the
satellite signal or an intermediate frequency signal derived
therefrom so as to acquire a sequence of samples for the
satellite signal; a data packet generator configured to generate
a first data packet including a first subsequence of the
samples, and to generate a second data packet including a
second subsequence of the samples, the data packet generator
being configured to provide the first data packet with a first
packet sequence mark and to provide the second data packet
with a second packet sequence mark, the packet sequence
marks describing a temporal relationship between the first
subsequence of samples and the second subsequence of
samples; and a device for determining a position of a satellite
receiver as claimed in claim 1; and a transmitter connected
between the satellite receiver and the device for determining
the position of the satellite receiver, such that the device for
determining the position of the satellite receiver is fed the
output signal of the satellite receiver.

According to another embodiment, a system for transmit-
ting data packets that are based on a first receive signal and a
second receive signal of a satellite receiver, include the first
receive signal and the second receive signal, and are provided
with packet sequence marks and channel marks may have: a
satellite receiver for providing data packets that are based on
a satellite signal which satellite receiver may have: a sampler
for sampling the satellite signal or an intermediate frequency
signal derived therefrom so as to acquire a sequence of
samples for the satellite signal; a data packet generator con-
figured to generate a first data packet including a first subse-
quence of the samples, and to generate a second data packet
including a second subsequence of the samples, the data
packet generator being configured to provide the first data
packet with a first packet sequence mark and to provide the
second data packet with a second packet sequence mark, the
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packet sequence marks describing a temporal relationship
between the first subsequence of samples and the second
subsequence of samples; a first device for determining a
position of a satellite receiver, as claimed in claim 1; a second
device for determining the position of the satellite receiver, as
claimed in claim 1; a transmitter; and a channel associator,
wherein the transmitter is connected between the satellite
receiver and the channel associator, so that the channel asso-
ciator is fed the output signal of the satellite receiver, and
wherein the channel associator is configured to feed the
received data packets to the first device or to the second device
while using a channel mark.

Another embodiment may have a computer program
including a program code for performing the method of deter-
mining a position of a satellite receiver on the basis of data
packets that are received from the satellite receiver, include a
satellite signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks,
which method may have the steps of: detecting, while using
the packet sequence marks, whether one or more data packets
between two received data packets have been lost; replacing
the one or more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so
as to generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the lost
data packets; correlating the data stream with a reference data
sequence so as to acquire a correlation result; and determin-
ing the position of the satellite receiver by means of the
correlation result, when the computer program runs on a
computer.

In addition, achieving said object comprises a system for
transmitting data packets that are based on a receive signal of
a satellite receiver and that are provided with packet sequence
marks, as claimed in claim 40, and a system for transmitting
data packets that are based on a first receive signal and a
second receive signal of a satellite receiver and are provided
with packet sequence marks and channel marks, as claimed in
claim 50. In addition, achieving the object comprises a com-
puter program as claimed in claim 52 which has a program
code for performing the method as claimed in claim 23.

For maintaining the temporal coherence of the signal that is
received from the satellite and is forwarded by the satellite
receiver to the checkpoint as, e.g., a data stream consisting of
individual packets, it is essential to preserve the temporal
coherence while transmitting the packets, so that a receiver,
for example at the checkpoint, may determine the precise
positional data of the satellite receiver by means of cross
correlation methods.

A core idea of an embodiment in accordance with the
invention is to provide data packets, which transmit digital
signals from a satellite receiver to a receive terminal via a
non-fail-safe unidirectional transmission link, with packet
sequence marks, by means of which association (which in
some cases is actually unambiguous) of the measurement
time of the individual signal values within a receiver is pos-
sible. By using the packet sequence marks, the receiver may
detect whether one or more data packets between two data
packets received have been lost, and may insert one or more
fill-in packets into the data stream instead of the lost data
packets, so that the temporal association of the individual data
packets is maintained. Maintenance of the temporal associa-
tion of the receive signal in some embodiments is essential to
further processing, since, for example, by means of a subse-
quent cross correlation evaluation between the receive signal
and a code sequence received at the receiver, the temporal
relationship between the code sequence and the receive signal
may be determined.

If this temporal relationship were disturbed, for example,
by individual packets having been lost and not being able to
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6

be replaced, for example the downstream signal processing
within the receiver would not be able to determine a maxi-
mum of the temporal shift between the code sequence and the
signal received, or in the case of minor packet failures, it
would determine the position of the cross correlation incor-
rectly, which might lead to considerable positioning errors. If
lost packets are replaced, e.g., by fill-in packets, the temporal
relationship is preserved, and the cross correlation evaluation
can determine the maximum of the temporal shift very
quickly. The fill-in packets may be configured, in some
embodiments, such that they do not interfere with the corre-
lation determination, that is, the fill-in packets may be
selected, for example, such that they do not correspond to any
valid code sequence or to any transmitted data packet of the
satellite receiver. For example, zero packets (i.e., for example,
data packets containing only “zeros™) or purely randomly
selected pseudo-random values are suitable as fill-in packets.

The packet sequence marks may be attached, for example
within the satellite receiver (that is, e.g., prior to transmission
via the unidirectional interface) to the provided data packets
such that portions of the data packets (e.g. portions having
samples of a satellite navigation receive signal) are overwrit-
ten with a packet sequence mark. In addition, it is also pos-
sible to attach the packet sequence marks in front of or behind
the individual data packets, or to insert them into the data
packets. Due to the correlation with a long data sequence that
may be performed, for example, within a correlation receiver,
losing individual data is not a major problem, since a corre-
spondingly long time period is evaluated in the formation of
a correlation. However, in some embodiments it is essential
that the temporal position and the unambiguous association
of'the measurement time of the signal values are not changed.

When processing several frequency bands, it is sometimes
desired to maintain the synchronicity of the individual fre-
quency bands. This may be ensured, for example, in that the
packet sequence marks of the individual frequency bands
have the same mark when individual signal values of different
frequency bands were measured at the same time. In this
manner, synchronization over several frequency bands may
be ensured, for example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will be detailed
subsequently referring to the appended drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a device for generating a
data stream in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a satellite receiver in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows an example of a packet sequence mark;

FIG. 4 shows a flowchart of a method of generating a data
stream in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of a system for transmitting
data packets that are based on a receive signal, in accordance
with an embodiment;

FIG. 6 shows a block diagram of a satellite receiver for
providing data packets that are based on two receive signals,
in accordance with a further embodiment; and

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram of a system for transmitting
data packets that are based on two receive signals, in accor-
dance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a device 100 for generat-
ing a data stream in accordance with an embodiment, said
data stream being based on received data packets provided
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with packet sequence marks. The device 100 may comprise a
packet loss detector 104 and a data packet processor 105. The
device 100 may generate a data stream 101 on the basis of
received data packets 102 provided with packet sequence
marks 103. In this embodiment, the device 100 receives, e.g.,
two data packets 111, 114 provided with packet sequence
marks 121, 124, respectively. For example, a first received
data packet 111 has a first packet sequence mark 121 (or,
generally, any packet sequence mark), and a second received
data packet 114 has a fourth packet sequence mark 124 (or,
generally, any packet sequence mark). For example, a stream
of transmitted data packets 111,112,113, 114 was generated
by a satellite receiver and was sent to the device 100. In this
embodiment, e.g. two packet losses occurred in the transmis-
sion path, the second data packet 112 comprising the second
packet sequence mark 122, and the third data packet 133
comprising the third packet sequence mark 123 having been
lost due to disturbances on the transmission path. In this
embodiment, only the first data packet 111 comprising the
first packet sequence mark 121, and the originally fourth data
packet 114 comprising the fourth packet sequence mark 124,
which is now received by the device 100 as the second data
packet 114, arrive at the device 100.

The packet loss detector 104 of the device 100 may detect,
by means of the packet sequence marks 121 and 124, that the
first data packet 111 and the fourth data packet 114 have been
received, and that the second data packet 112 and the third
data packet 113 have been lost. The packet loss detector 104
may transfer this information to the data packet processor
105, which may fulfill the task of replacing the lost data
packets 112, 113 by using fill-in packets 132, 133. Thus, it is
possible, for example, to generate a data stream 101 which
again has the original number of transmitted data packets, and
for example a first data packet 111, a fill-in packet 132 replac-
ing the second data packet 112, a fill-in packet 133 replacing
the third data packet 113, and a fourth data packet 114. The
lost data packets 112, 113 may be replaced, for example, by
the fill-in packets 132, 133, so that the data stream 101 may be
generated such that the received data packets 102 are
arranged within the data stream 101 in accordance with their
packet sequence mark 103, and that the one or more fill-in
packets 132, 133 are arranged in accordance with a temporal
position of the associated lost data packets 112, 113.

The one or more fill-in packets 132, 133 may have the same
length, for example. The received data packets 102 may also
have the same length in each case. The data packet processor
105 may further be configured to generate the one or more
fill-in packets 132, 133 to have the length of the one or more
data packets 111, 114. The fill-in packet 132 or 133 may be a
zero packet, for example, i.e. it may comprise a sequence of
zero values or a sequence of values that does not occur in any
received data packet. The fill-in packets 132, 133 may also be
random packets, for example, that comprise a sequence of
randomly generated values or a sequence of pseudo-noise
signals generated using a random number generator. How-
ever, in one embodiment, the fill-in packets 132, 133 should
not comprise any sequence that occurs within a data word of
a code sequence (e.g. of a code sequence used by a satellite
navigation system), or that corresponds to a received data
packet.

The packet sequence marks 103 may be attached, for
example, at a predetermined location within the one or more
data packets 111, 114, for example at a predetermined loca-
tion that is identical for all of the received data packets 102.
The packet sequence mark 103 may comprise a specific
sequence of values, for example. For example, the packet
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sequence mark 103 may be a data word that follows the
specific sequence of values within the one or more data pack-
ets 102.

The packet loss detector 104 may be configured, for
example, to determine a number of lost data packets 112, 113
between two successively received data packets 111, 114, for
example by evaluating a relationship between the packet
sequence marks 121, 124 of the two received data packets
111, 114. For example, the packet sequence marks 103 may
be configured as counters, or counts, it being possible to
determine the number of lost data packets by means of the
difference of the counter readings of the two counters (or of
the counter values). In this embodiment, the second received
packet sequence mark 124 has the counter reading, or count,
“4” and the first packet sequence mark 121 has the counter
reading “1”, so that the difference between the two counter
readings, which is reduced by one, a value of (for example
two) lost packets may be determined.

If the packet sequence marks 103 are configured as
counters, for example, e.g. the width of the counter, i.e. the
number of bits available for representing the counter value,
represents a measure of how many lost data packets 112, 113
may be detected by the packet loss detector 104 of the device
100. For example, the counter runs from zero to the maximum
value that may be represented by the counter. Thereafter, the
counter overflows and, for example, starts again to count up at
zero. If, e.g., the number of data packets 112, 113 lost is
higher than the number of values that can be represented by
the counter before an overflow occurs, it will not be possible
for the packet loss detector 104 to detect all of the lost data
packets 112, 113. The maximum value of a detectable number
oflost data packets 112, 113 corresponds, e.g., to the width of
the counter or the number of values that can be represented by
same. Detection of a larger number of lost data packets 112,
113 than the number of values representable by the counter,
however, may be realized in that the device 100 has a clock for
determining time information, for example on the basis of the
received data packets 102, so thata counter overtlow of one of
the two counters may be detected from a relationship between
the difference of the counter readings of the two counters and
the time information of the two successively received data
packets 111, 114. The number of lost packets 112, 113 may be
determined, for example, while using the difference, reduced
by one, of the counter readings of the two counters and the
time information of the two successively received data pack-
ets. For example, this may be realized by means of a PC clock
if the device 100 is realized on a PC and if the PC has internal
or external time information available to it.

For example, the device 100 may replace a lost data packet
112, 113 by a fill-in packet 132, 133, respectively, by means
of'the data packet processor 105. However, it is also possible
to replace several lost data packets 112, 113 by only one fill-in
packet 106 of the same length as that of the lost packet 112,
113.

The device 100 may communicate, for example, the num-
ber of lost data packets 112, 113 to an operator, so that said
operator may use the data for error evaluation or diagnosis.
Also, deviation of the packet sequence mark 103 from a
location at which the device 100 expects the packet sequence
mark 103 may indicate an error, for example, that may be
communicated to an operator so as to enable same to perform
error evaluation or diagnosis.

On some transmission links itis also possible, for example,
for received data packets 102 to not be received in the correct
order. In a further embodiment, the device 100 may comprise
a packet sorter which presorts, for example, the one or more
data packets 102 in that order predefined by the packet
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sequence marks 103, and then feeds them to the packet loss
detector 104. Thus, it may also be possible for the device 100,
for example, to first put any received data packets 102 in the
correct order before they are processed further by the packet
loss detector 104.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a satellite receiver 200 in
accordance with an embodiment. The satellite receiver 200
may comprise a sampler 201 and a data packet generator 202;
the sampler 201 may sample a receive signal 220 or interme-
diate frequency signal so as to obtain a sequence of samples
203. The sequence of samples 203 may comprise, e.g., a first
subsequence of the samples 204 and a second subsequence of
the samples 205. The data packet generator 202 may be fed
the two subsequences of samples 204, 205 in such a manner
that the data packet generator 202 provides, e.g., the first
subsequence 204 with a first packet sequence mark 212, and
provides the second subsequence 205 with a second packet
sequence mark 213, the packet sequence marks describing a
temporal relationship between the subsequence 204 of
samples 203 and the second subsequence 205 of samples 203.
Inthis embodiment, this is indicated by the number “1” as the
first packet sequence mark 212, and by the number “2” as the
second packet sequence mark 213. Generally, the packet
sequence marks may also be represented with any other val-
ues or sequences of values. The data packets 210, 211 gener-
ated by the data packet generator 202 may be provided, at the
output, as provided data packets 230.

For example, the packet sequence marks 212, 213 may be
used for overwriting the data packets 210, 211, or portions
thereof. It is also possible to add the packet sequence marks
212, 213 in front of or behind the associated data packets 210,
211, or to insert them within the associated data packets 210,
211, so that, in contrast to overwriting, no data is lost. The
data packets 210, 211 may be provided, e.g., with the associ-
ated packet sequence mark 212, 213 at the same location in
each case. For example, a time stamp may be used as the
packet sequence mark 212, 213, which time stamp provides
the data packets with time information derived, e.g., from a
sampling time of the sampler 201, at which sampling time a
specific element of the subsequences 204, 205 associated
with the data packets 210, 211 was sampled.

For packet sequence marking 212, 213, a counter may also
be used, for example, which provides the data packets 210,
211 with a counter reading, it being possible for data packets
210, 211, which have different subsequences 204, 205 of the
samples 203, to be provided with different counter readings.
The counter may be counted up or down by a constant num-
ber, for example, when the second subsequence 205 of the
samples 203 was sampled by the sampler 201 immediately
after the first subsequence 204 of the samples 203. The data
packet generator 202 may generate, e.g., the data packets 210,
211 with identical lengths. The packet sequence mark 212,
213 may overwrite, e.g., the data packets 210, 211 with a
synchronization word 301 and a subsequent counter 303, the
synchronization word 301 and the subsequent counter 303
overwriting the data packets 210, 211 at the same location
each time, for example. In this manner, e.g., one or more
samples may be overwritten. In one embodiment, the syn-
chronization word 301 may comprise a 32-bit wide data word
that comprises an alternating sequence 302 of data bits. The
counter, or count, 303 may follow the synchronization word
(also referred to as a preamble) 301 and may be realized, e.g.,
as a 16-bit wide data word 304, 305.

The receive signal 220 may be a receive signal of a satellite
navigation system, for example the superposition of different
CDMA signals of different satellites, or the receive signal
may be an intermediate frequency signal, for example a
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receive signal 220 modulated to a lower frequency range.
Sampling of an intermediate frequency signal is therefore
recommendable, e.g., in the event that the receive signal 220
is of such a high frequency that it cannot be represented by the
sampler 201, or, e.g., if there is a transmission link, between
the reception of the receive signal 220 and the input of the
sampler 201, which would highly dampen the original receive
signal 220, but would dampen the intermediate frequency
signal less highly.

FIG. 3 shows an example of a packet sequence mark 300
that may correspond to any of the two packet sequence marks
212,213 of FIG. 2. In this example, the packet sequence mark
300 is configured as a counter, or count, which here may also
be referred to as a time stamp 303, and comprises a lower data
word 305 consisting of 8 bits and an upper data word 304
consisting of 8 bits. In this embodiment, the time stamp 303
directly follows a preamble or synchronization word 301
comprising four uniform data words 302 that are 8 bits wide
and each have the content “0x55”. Other formats and longer
or shorter time stamps 303 are also possible. In an alternative
embodiment it is possible, e.g., to overwrite the packet
sequence mark 300 onto a data packet 230 and to search for
the preamble 301 within the receiver so as to determine the
time stamp 303, which may be configured as a counter.

This embodiment shows a possible implementation of the
packet sequence mark 300. It is also possible to use other
word widths for the preamble 301 and for the time stamp 303,
or to use other values for the preamble data words 302 and for
the two time stamp data words 304, 305. Also, the time stamp
303 may comprise, instead of a counter, a time that may be
specified, e.g., in a manner that is synchronous with a sam-
pling time of the sampler 201. The packet sequence mark 300
may also be added in front of or behind a data packet 230 or
may be inserted into a data packet 230 without overwriting
the data.

FIG. 4 shows a flowchart of a method 400 of generating a
data stream in accordance with an embodiment. The method
400 generates, from data packets 102 provided with packet
sequence marks 103, a data stream 101 as a sequence of
received data packets 111, 114 and of fill-in packets 132, 133
inserted in place of the lost data packets 112, 113. The method
may comprise four steps, for example; in a first step (step 1a)
401, data packets 102 provided with packet sequence marks
103 may be received. In a second step (step 15) 402, the
method 400 may detect whether one or more data packets
112, 113 between two received data packets 111, 114 have
been lost, for example while using the packet sequence marks
103. A third step (step 2a) 403 may comprise, for example,
replacing one or more lost data packets 112, 113 by one or
more fill-in packets 132, 133 of the same lengths as those of
the lost data packets 112, 113. Finally, in a fourth step (step
2b) 404, the method 400 may generate the data stream 101 as
a sequence of received data packets 111, 114 and of fill-in
packets 132, 133 inserted in place of the lost data packets 112,
113. After each reception of data packets 102, the four steps
401, 402, 403, 404 of the method 400 may be cycled through
once again.

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of a system 500 for trans-
mitting data packets 230 that are based on a receive signal
220, in accordance with an embodiment. The system 500 may
comprise a satellite receiver 200, a device 100 for generating
a data stream 101, as well as a transmission means 501 that
may be connected between the satellite receiver 200 and the
device 100 for generating a data stream 101, so that the device
100 for generating a data stream 101 is fed the output signal
230 of the satellite receiver 200. The system 500 may trans-
mit, e.g., a receive signal 220 that has been received from a
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satellite from a satellite receiver 200 to a device 100 for
generating a data stream 101 so as to represent the receive
signal 220 as a data stream 101.

The transmission means 501 may asynchronously trans-
mit, e.g., data packets 230, for example by means of a unidi-
rectional transmission of the data packets 230 without any
reverse channel. The transmission means 501 may be config-
ured to transmit the data packets 230 without any redundancy.
The output signal 101 of the device 100 for generating a data
stream is configured, for example, to have a time correlation
with the output signal 230 of the satellite receiver 200. For
example, the transmission means 501 is capable of transmit-
ting the data packets 230 under the influence of intense dis-
turbances, said disturbances being able to effect individual
packet losses. The data packets 230 may be transmitted via a
non-fail-safe transmission channel 501 and may have packet
losses at the receiver, i.e. at the device 100 for generating a
data stream 101. For example, the satellite receiver 200 may
generate a continuous data stream of data packets 230 from
the received receive signal 220, and may transmit said con-
tinuous data stream to the device 100. The device 100 for
generating a data stream 101 may then generate, e.g. from the
received data packets 102 and the one or more fill-in packets
106, a continuous data stream 101 of data packets 102 and
fill-in packets 106.

For adjusting the location at which the packet sequence
mark 103 is attached on the data packets 230, the system 500
may provide, e.g., an external channel by means of which the
satellite receiver 200 may communicate the corresponding
location to the device 100 for generating a data stream 101.
Conversely, the device 100 for generating a data stream 101
may also communicate the position of the packet sequence
mark 103 to the satellite receiver 200 via the external channel.
The position may also be communicated, by the system 500,
to the satellite receiver 200 and to the device 100 for gener-
ating a data stream 101 upon switch-on, or the system 500
may determine the position from a fixed quantity present, e.g.,
within the satellite receiver 200 or the device 100 for gener-
ating a data stream.

A further method of detecting the packet sequence mark
103 may comprise, e.g., searching the received data packets
111, 114 for a predetermined preamble 301 or a synchroni-
zation pattern 301, which was attached, e.g., at a predeter-
mined location by the satellite receiver 200 during generation
of the data packets 230 so as to mark the time stamp 303
following, e.g., the preamble 301.

In an alternative embodiment, the sequence of samples 203
may initially be provided, for example, with packet sequence
marks in that packet sequence marks 103, which normally are
located at the same position in different data packets, are
attached at a distance of, e.g., 1024 values. The packet
sequence marks 103 consist of one or more values that over-
write the data, for example the samples. However, in some
cases it may also occur that the data packet generator 202 does
not always attach the packet sequence marks 103 at the same
locations within the data packet 230, for example due to
disturbances. l.e., the mark may vary within the data packet
230.

In a further embodiment, the sequence of samples 203 may
be subdivided into data packets 210, 211 (for example after
attaching the packet sequence marks). This subdivision, how-
ever, may be faulty, and a loss of values during packetizing
cannot be ruled out. However, since the packet sequence
marks 103 were already attached previously, the synchronic-
ity will not be impaired by errors in packetizing. The data
packet loss detector 104 searches, for example, for the pre-
amble 301 under the assumption that the position of the
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preamble 301 will not change from one data packet 210 to the
next data packet 211. The preamble 301 and the time stamp
303 may have a fixed mutual relationship. For example, the
time stamp 303 may immediately follow the preamble 301.
Should the preamble 301 not be found at the expected loca-
tion, the entire data packet 210, 211 may be searched for the
preamble 301. If a data packet 210, 211 contains no preamble
301, it may be discarded, for example. The temporal relation-
ship of the data within the data packet 210, 211 may be
understood to be relative to the packet sequence mark 103,
which means that, if the packet sequence mark 103 is shifted
by, e.g., 100 values from one data packet 210 to the next data
packet 211, 100 fill-in values are inserted, for example, within
the data packet processor 105 (under the assumption that the
packet sequence mark 103 has changed accordingly, for
example that the counter reading 303 has increased by one
and that no entire data packet 210, 211 has been lost).

FIG. 6 shows a block diagram of a satellite receiver 200 for
providing data packets 640 that are based on receive signals
230, 630, in accordance with a further embodiment. The
difference as compared to the embodiment of FIG. 2 may
consist in that the satellite receiver 200 of the embodiment of
FIG. 2 may comprise only one receive signal 220 or interme-
diate frequency signal 220, whereas in the embodiment of
FIG. 6 a second receive signal 630 or a second intermediate
frequency signal 630 may be available which may be pro-
cessed, for example, by a second sampler 601, whereas the
sampler 201 may process the (first) receive signal 220 or
intermediate frequency signal 220.

The second sampler 601 may generate a third subsequence
605 of samples, for example from a second receive signal 630
or second intermediate frequency signal 630, which third
subsequence 605 may be used by the data packet generator
202 for generating a third data packet 612, which may com-
prise a third packet sequence mark 614 and the third subse-
quence 605. The sampler 201 may be temporally coupled to
the second sampler 601, for example, which is representable,
e.g., by a time offset 622 with which the third subsequence
605 is formed after the first subsequence 204. For example,
the first packet sequence mark 212 and the third packet
sequence mark 614 may be identical if the temporal relation-
ship between the first subsequence 204 of samples of the
sampler 201 and the third subsequence 605 of samples of the
second sampler 604 may be described by a time offset 622
between the first subsequence 204 and the third subsequence
604 that lies within a tolerance interval. For example, it is
possible for the sampler 201 and the second sampler 601 to
operate at different sampling times, for example at the sam-
pling time 620 of the sampler 201, and at the sampling time
621 of the second sampler 601, which may be different in
length. For example, the first data packet 210 and the third
data packet 612 may have the same packet sequence mark
212, 614 assigned to them when the time offset 622 between
both subsequences lies within a tolerance interval or in an
ideal case is approximately zero, for example.

For example, the tolerance interval may be determined
from the longer one of the two sampling times 620, 621 of the
sampler 201 and the second sampler 601. In this case, it is
assumed that sampling of the last element of the first subse-
quence 204 and sampling of the last element of the third
subsequence 605 occur almost simultaneously, it being pos-
sible for a temporal concurrency to be represented here by
means of a resolution in steps of the sampling time 620. In this
embodiment, for example, the sampling time 620 may indi-
cate the less precise representation as compared to the sam-
pling time 621, which is why the sampling time 620 may
represent a boundary for time resolution, for example. In an
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alternative embodiment, the sampling time 620 of the sam-
pler 201 may correspond to the sampling time 621 of the
second sampler 601.

Since the data packet generator 202 in this embodiment
may generate two data packets 210, 612 having the same
packet sequence mark 212, 614, said data packets in this
embodiment each having the value of “1”, it may be useful,
for example, to differentiate the data packets 640 generated
by the satellite receiver 200 in a device 100 for generating a
data stream 101 so as not to generate a single data stream 101
from the first data packet 210 and the third data packet 612,
which here originate from two different receive signals 220,
630, but so as to assign different data packets 210, 612 to
different data streams 101 generated. This may be realized,
for example, in that the data packet generator 202 is designed
to provide the data packets 210, 612, 211 with a channel mark
indicating whether the generated data packet 640 comprises a
subsequence 204, 205 of the samples of the sampler 201, ora
subsequence 605 of the samples of the second sampler 601.
The channel mark may already be contained, e.g., within
information of the receive signal 220 or of the second receive
signal 630. However, alternatively or additionally, it may also
be attached within the packet sequence mark 212, 614,213, or
it may comprise another part of the data packet 210, 612, 211.

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram of a system 700 for trans-
mitting data packets 230 that are based on two receive signals
220, 630, in accordance with an embodiment. The system 700
comprises a satellite receiver 200, which may evaluate, e.g., a
receive signal 220 and a second receive signal 630, and may
be configured, for example, in accordance with the embodi-
ment of FIG. 6. In addition, the system 700 comprises a first
device 702 for generating a data stream 706 and a second
device 703 for generating a data stream 707, which may be
coupled to each other. The system 700 may further comprise
atransmission means 501 that may be designed in accordance
with the embodiment of the system of FIG. 5 and which may
be adapted, for example, to be connected between the satellite
receiver 200 and a channel associator 701, so that the channel
associator 701 may have the output signal 230 of the satellite
receiver 200 fed to it. The system 700 may comprise a channel
associator 701 which may feed, e.g., the received data packets
102 to the first device 702 for generating a data stream 706 or
to the second device 703 for generating a data stream 707
while using a channel mark.

Unlike the embodiment of the system 500 of FIG. 5,
wherein a data stream 101 may be generated from a receive
signal 220, the system 700 may be adapted such that a first
data stream 706 may be generated from a receive signal 220,
and a second data stream 707 may be generated from a second
receive signal 630. In this embodiment, the satellite receiver
200 may be capable of processing two receive signals 220,
630. The generated data packets 230 may comprise a channel
association, which may be evaluated by the channel associa-
tor 701 so as to thereby subdivide the corresponding data
packets 102 into two streams of data packets 704, 705, which
may be fed to the first device 702 or to the second device 703,
depending on the channel association.

For example, the first device 702 and the second device 703
may be coupled to each other by a common clock line, by
means of which they may generate synchronous first and
second data streams 706, 707 from received data packets 704,
705 comprising the same packet sequence mark 103. Thus,
for example, a cross correlation from the second data stream
707 to the first data stream 706 and/or from the second receive
signal 630 to the first receive signal 220 may be evaluated, so
that a more precise resolution may be enabled with a corre-
lation of two input signals 220, 630, which may belong to
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different frequency bands. Alternatively or additionally, the
first data stream 706 may be correlated with a first correlation
pattern, and the second data stream 707 may be correlated
with a second correlation pattern, it being possible for said
two correlation patterns to differ from each other. The two
correlation patterns may be different, for example. The results
of the two above-mentioned correlations may be processed
together (e.g. in a combining manner), for example.

Embodiments of the invention relate to satellite navigation
receivers, for example, that have an asynchronous interface
enabling no bidirectional transmission due to the limited
transmission capacity. Whereas with bidirectional transmis-
sions, in the event of non-fail-safe transmission links, there is
a process referred to as a “handshake”, wherein the receiver
may once again request the defective or non-transmitted
packets, this is not a realizable process for satellite navigation
receivers that do not allow bidirectional transmission due to
the limited transmission capacity.

In one embodiment it is possible, e.g., by means of the
inventive method to transmit digital signals via a non-fail-safe
unidirectional transmission link with a low protocol over-
head, so that unambiguous association of the measurement
time of the individual signal values is possible at the receiver.
A specific embodiment of the method may comprise four
steps: a first step may comprise grouping into packets, a
second step may comprise providing the packets with a time
stamp, a third step may comprise transmitting the packets,
and a fourth step may comprise reconstructing the packets.
The method steps of this specific embodiment will be
described in the following.

The first step may comprise grouping into packets. The
data stream within the non-fail-safe unidirectional transmis-
sion channel may consist of a succession of packets. For
example, the transmitter may send data packets of equal
lengths. On the transmitter side, a specific number of coherent
data bytes within each packet may be overwritten by a time
stamp by means of a suitable circuit. This time stamp may
take on two tasks, for example. A counter contained within
the time stamp may provide each packet with the current
counter reading, which is increased by one for each new
packet. By comparing the previous and the current counter
readings, the receiver may be enabled to detect whether a
packet has been lost. On the other hand, the time stamp
usually can be found, under normal conditions, at the same
position within the packet, for example following initializa-
tion. In this manner, the receiver additionally has the infor-
mation that the packet was correctly generated at the trans-
mitter. In case of deviations, the receiver may respond
accordingly.

The position at which the time stamp is located within the
packet may also vary. For example, the position is not yet
specified during initialization. Following initialization, in
some embodiments, the position is specified in case of fault-
less operation, and the time stamp is located at the initialized
predefined position at least up to subsequent re-initialization.
The system may be adapted, for example, to detect a position
of'the time stamp or a change in the position of the time stamp
between successive packets. In case of a deviation, or “slip-
ping”, of the time stamp from the predefined position, the
system may therefore conclude defective transmission and
report a transmission error, for example.

If several frequency bands are sampled, the frequency
bands may be sampled synchronously with one another.
Attaching the time stamp on the individual data streams may
be effected by overwriting samples measured at the same
point in time. Thus, synchronization over several frequency
bands may be ensured.
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A second step of the method may comprise attaching a time
stamp or packet sequence mark 300 on the data packets. The
packet sequence mark 300 may consist of a preamble 301
comprising, e.g., a defined byte sequence and, e.g., a 16-bit
counter 303. Following a counter overflow, said counter may
start again at the starting value. The preamble 301 may serve,
for example, to find the time stamp 303 within the data
stream. For example, FIG. 3 shows the format of the packet
sequence mark 300 as may be used in an embodiment. Other
formats and longer or shorter time stamps 303 are also pos-
sible. FIG. 3 shows, e.g., the time stamp 303 in a prototype
implementation in hexadecimal notation, wherein the data
word 304 (OxHH) may represent the 8 upper bits of the stamp,
and the data word 305 (0xLLL) may represent the 8 lower bits
of the stamp.

A third step of the method may comprise the transmission.
The data transmission may be an asynchronous transmission.
Said transmission is unidirectional, for example, i.e. there is
no reverse channel for being able to request a packet once
again, and there is no redundancy in the data transmitted. A
packet that does not arrive at the receiver may then be detected
as missing by the method presented here, so as to be consid-
ered accordingly in further processing.

A fourth step of the method may comprise reconstruction.
For reconstructing a continuous data stream, or several syn-
chronized continuous data streams, the time stamp 303 may
beread out for each packet on the receive side. The position of
the packet within the data stream may be defined from the
value of the time stamp 303. Any missing packets may be
detected in that the difference in the time stamps 303 between
the currently received packet and the packet received last is
different from 1. The missing packets may be replaced by
so-called zero packets on the receive side.

Once the packets of a certain counter reading have been
received and/or replaced by zero packets for all of the fre-
quency bands, they may be forwarded to the signal processing
of the receiver.

It may be recommendable, for example, to inform the user
about the number of packets lost. A high number of packets
lost may indicate other hardware problems, for example.

The content of the zero packets is to be selected, e.g., such
that they have as little effect as possible on the receiver. It is
possible, for example, to select all of the values within the
zero packet to be zero, or to select the samples within the zero
packet purely at random.

The reconstruction is limited by the maximum value of the
time stamp 303. In one embodiment, the method described
may work, e.g., as long as the number of packets lost between
two successfully received packets within a data stream is
smaller than the maximum value of the time stamp 303. If
more packets are lost, for example, the correct number of the
packets lost can no longer be established on the receive side
unless a rough estimation of the number of packets lost is
available via a further source of information, e.g. a PC clock.

In a further embodiment, the effectiveness, or efficiency, of
fleet management on the part of, e.g., traffic enterprises or of
the transport services may be increased by the inventive con-
cept in that the correlation of the data packets (e.g. with a
reference pattern) is no longer performed within the vehicle,
for example, but in a control room. The control room may
provide, e.g., a larger computing capacity and have an over-
view of the data of several vehicles. Moreover, the satellite
receiver 200 within the vehicle may have been designed—
while utilizing the inventive method—to be very compact,
and need not provide any large computing capacity—or, in
the ideal case, no computing capacity at all—for correlation
calculations, for example if said computing steps are per-
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formed by the control room, for example. For example, the
control room might then inform the vehicles of their current
positions via a control channel while using control instruc-
tions.

The satellite receiver 200, for example, may also have a
USB (universal serial bus) interface or an alternative bidirec-
tional interface having transmission errors which may be
used, for example, for transmitting the data packets 230 to the
device 100. Even if a USB interface allows, e.g., bidirectional
data transmission, it may be employed in an embodiment of
the inventive method. Operating a bidirectional interface in a
unidirectional manner and performing receiver-side evalua-
tion while using the concept described here or while using
correlation methods may be more efficient, for example, than
causing a renewed request of the defective packets for each
error, for example. Control information, for example, might
be transmitted at a lower data rate within the reverse channel
of the bidirectional interface.

The device 100 for generating a data stream 101, the sat-
ellite receiver 200 as well as the components of the systems
500, 700 for transmitting data packets that are based on a
receive signal of a satellite receiver and are provided with
packet sequence marks may be designed in digital or analog
logic, for example as electronic or photonic circuits.

Depending on the conditions, the inventive method may be
implemented in hardware or in software. Implementation
may be on a digital storage medium, in particular a disk or CD
having electronically readable control signals which may
cooperate with a programmable computer system such that
the corresponding method is performed. Generally, the inven-
tion thus also consists in a computer program product having
a program code, stored on a machine-readable carrier, for
performing the inventive method, when the computer pro-
gram product runs on a computer. In other words, the inven-
tion may thus be realized as a computer program having a
program code for performing the method, when the computer
program runs on a computer.

While this invention has been described in terms of several
embodiments, there are alterations, permutations, and
equivalents which fall within the scope of this invention. It
should also be noted that there are many alternative ways of
implementing the methods and compositions of the present
invention. Itis therefore intended that the following appended
claims be interpreted as including all such alterations, permu-
tations and equivalents as fall within the true spirit and scope
of the present invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device configured to determine a position of a satellite
receiver on the basis of data packets that are received from the
satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal, and are provided
with packet sequence marks, the device comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost;
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result; and
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aposition determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
wherein

the packet loss detector is configured to determine a num-

ber of lost data packets between two successively
received data packets by evaluating a relationship
between the packet sequence marks of the two succes-
sively received data packets; and

the packet sequence marks are configured as counters, and

wherein the packet loss detector is configured to deter-
mine the number of lost data packets while using the
difference of the counter readings of the two counters
within two successively received data packets.

2. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to generate the data stream such that
the received data packets are arranged within the data stream
in accordance with their packet sequence mark, and such that
the one or more fill-in packets are arranged in accordance
with a temporal position of the associated lost data packets.

3. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the received
data packets each comprise the same length.

4. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to generate the one or more fill-in
packets with the same length as that of the lost packets in each
case.

5. The device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to generate the one or more fill-in
packets with the length of the one or more received data
packets.

6. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to use a packet that comprises a
sequence of values that occurs in no received data packet as at
least one of the fill-in packets.

7. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to use a zero packet that comprises a
sequence of zero values as at least one of the fill-in packets.

8. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data packet
processor is configured to generate at least one of the fill-in
packets as a random packet that comprises a sequence of
randomly generated values, of values generated using a ran-
dom number generator, or of values generated using a
pseudo-random number generator.

9. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the packet loss
detector is configured to determine the packet sequence mark
by evaluating data at a predetermined location within the one
or more data packets.

10. The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein the prede-
termined location within the one or more data packets that is
evaluated in order to determine the packet sequence mark is
the same for all of the data packets.

11. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the packet
loss detector is configured to determine the packet sequence
mark by detecting a specific sequence of values within the one
or more data packets, said packet sequence mark comprising,
in a defect-free case, a specific positional relationship to the
specific sequence of values, the packet loss detector being
configured to detect a loss of data packet values within a data
packet if a positional relationship of the packet sequence
mark deviates from an expected positional relationship.

12. The device as claimed in claim 11, wherein the specific
positional relationship is constituted by the fact that the
packet sequence mark is a data word that follows the specific
sequence of values within the one or more data packets.

13. The device as claimed in claim 1, the device further
comprising a clock for determining time information, and
wherein the packet loss detector is configured to detect—
using the difference of the counter readings of the two
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counters within two successively received data packets, and
time information that carry information about when the two
successively received data packets were received—a counter
overflow of one of the two counters, and to determine the
number of lost packets while using the difference of the
counter readings of the two counters and the time informa-
tion.

14. A device configured to determine a position of a satel-
lite receiver on the basis of data packets that are received from
the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal, and are pro-
vided with packet sequence marks, the device comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost;
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result; and

a position determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
wherein

the packet loss detector is configured to determine a num-
ber of lost data packets between two successively
received data packets by evaluating a relationship
between the packet sequence marks of the two succes-
sively received data packets; and

the device is configured to communicate the number of lost
data packets to an operator so as to enable error evalua-
tion or diagnosis.

15. A device configured to determine a position of a satel-
lite receiver on the basis of data packets that are received from
the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal, and are pro-
vided with packet sequence marks, the device comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost;
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result; and

a position determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
wherein

the packet loss detector is configured to determine the
packet sequence mark by evaluating data at a predeter-
mined location within the one or more data packets;

the predetermined location within the one or more data
packets that is evaluated in order to determine the packet
sequence mark is the same for all of the data packets; and

the device is configured to communicate a deviation of the
packet sequence mark from a predetermined position at
which the data packets are provided with a packet
sequence mark to an operator so as to enable error evalu-
ation or diagnosis.

16. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data

packet processor is configured to replace a lost data packet by
a fill-in packet in each case.
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17. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the device
further comprises:

a packet sorter configured to sort the one or more data
packets in the order predefined by the packet sequence
marks and to feed a sorted sequence of data packets to
the pass loss detector.

18. A device configured to determine a position of a satel-
lite receiver on the basis of data packets that are received from
the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal, and are pro-
vided with packet sequence marks, the device comprising:

apacket loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost;
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result; and

aposition determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
wherein

the packet loss detector is configured to determine posi-
tions of the packet sequence marks within two succes-
sive data packets and to detect, while using the deter-
mined positions of the packet sequence marks, whether
one or more data packet values of the two received
successive data packets have been lost.

19. The device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the data
packet processor is configured to replace the one or more lost
data packet values by one or more fill-in values comprising
the same lengths as those of the lost data packet values.

20. The device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the packet
loss detector is configured to determine a number of lost data
packet values between two successively received data packets
by evaluating the locations at which the packet sequence
marks are located within the received data packets in relation
to one another or to a predetermined location.

21. A method of determining a position of a satellite
receiver on the basis of data packets that are received from the
satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal, and are provided
with packet sequence marks,

the method comprising:

detecting, while using the packet sequence marks , whether
one or more data packets between two received data
packets have been lost;

replacing the one or more lost packets by one or more fill-in
packets so as to generate a data stream as a sequence of
the received data packets and of the fill-in packets
inserted in place of the lost data packets;

correlating the data stream with a reference data sequence
so as to acquire a correlation result; and

determining the position of the satellite receiver based on
the correlation result; wherein

a number of lost data packets between two successively
received data packets is determined by evaluating a rela-
tionship between the packet sequence marks of the two
successively received data packets; and

the packet sequence marks are configured as counters, and
wherein the number of lost data packets is determined
while using the difference of the counter readings of the
two counters within two successively received data
packets.
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22. A system configured to transmit data packets that are
based on a receive signal of a satellite receiver, comprise the
receive signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks,
and to determine a position of the satellite receiver, the system
comprising:

a satellite receiver configured to provide data packets that

are based on a satellite signal, comprising:

a sampler configured to sample the satellite signal or an
intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom so as to
acquire a sequence of samples for the satellite signal;

a data packet generator configured to generate a first data
packet comprising a first subsequence of the samples,
and to generate a second data packet comprising a sec-
ond subsequence of the samples, the data packet genera-
tor being configured to provide the first data packet with
a first packet sequence mark and to provide the second
data packet with a second packet sequence mark, the
packet sequence marks describing a temporal relation-
ship between the first subsequence of samples and the
second subsequence of samples; and

a device configured to determine a position of a satellite
receiver on the basis of data packets that are received
from the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal,
and are provided with packet sequence marks, the device
comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using
the packet sequence marks, whether one or more data
packets between two received data packets have been
lost, and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as
to generate a data stream as a sequence of the received
data packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place
of the lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with
a reference data sequence so as to acquire a correla-
tion result, and

a position determiner configured to determine the posi-
tion of the satellite receiver based on the correlation
result; and

a transmitter connected between the satellite receiver and
the device configured to determine the position of the
satellite receiver, such that the device configured to
determine the position of the satellite receiver is fed the
output signal of the satellite receiver; wherein

in the satellite receiver, the data packet generator is con-
figured to use, to provide the packet sequence mark, a
counter which provides the data packets with a counter
reading, wherein data packets comprising different sub-
sequences of the samples are provided with different
counter readings.

23. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
overwrite at least a portion of the data packets with the asso-
ciated packet sequence mark, so that data is lost due to said act
of overwriting.

24. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
add the packet sequence mark in front of or behind the asso-
ciated data packets or to insert them within the associated data
packet, so that no data is lost.

25. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
provide the data packets with the associated packet sequence
mark at the same location in each case.

26. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
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specify, during an initialization of the satellite receiver, a
position at which the data packets are provided with the
packet sequence mark, and wherein the data packet generator
is configured to provide any data packets that are transmitted
after the initialization with the packet sequence marks at the
position specified during the initialization.

27. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
use, as the packet sequence mark, a time stamp that provides
the data packets with time information derived from a sam-
pling time of the sampler at which a specific element of the
subsequence associated with the data packet was sampled.

28. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the counter is configured to count up or
count down by a predefined number so as to acquire a packet
sequence mark for a next subsequence of the samples.

29. A system configured to transmit data packets that are
based on a receive signal of a satellite receiver, comprise the
receive signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks,
and to determine a position of the satellite receiver, the system
comprising:

a satellite receiver configured to provide data packets that

are based on a satellite signal, comprising:

a sampler configured to sample the satellite signal or an
intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom so as to
acquire a sequence of samples for the satellite signal;

a data packet generator configured to generate a first data
packet comprising a first subsequence of the samples,
and to generate a second data packet comprising a sec-
ond subsequence of the samples, the data packet genera-
tor being configured to provide the first data packet with
a first packet sequence mark and to provide the second
data packet with a second packet sequence mark, the
packet sequence marks describing a temporal relation-
ship between the first subsequence of samples and the
second subsequence of samples; and

a device configured to determine a position of a satellite
receiver on the basis of data packets that are received
from the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal,
and are provided with packet sequence marks, the device
comprising:

apacket loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost,
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result, and

aposition determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
and

a transmitter connected between the satellite receiver and
the device configured to determine the position of the
satellite receiver, such that the device configured to
determine the position of the satellite receiver is fed the
output signal of the satellite receiver; wherein

in the satellite receiver, the data packet generator is con-
figured to overwrite the data packets, for packet
sequence marking, with a synchronization word and a
subsequent counter reading, the synchronization word
and the subsequent counter reading overwriting the data
packets at the same location in each case.
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30. The system as claimed in claim 29, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the synchronization word comprises a
32-bit wide data word with alternating data bits, and wherein
the counter comprises a 16-bit wide data word.

31. A system configured to transmit data packets that are
based on a receive signal of a satellite receiver, comprise the
receive signal, and are provided with packet sequence marks,
and to determine a position of the satellite receiver, the system
comprising:

a satellite receiver configured to provide data packets that

are based on a satellite signal, comprising:

a sampler configured to sample the satellite signal or an
intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom so as to
acquire a sequence of samples for the satellite signal,

a data packet generator configured to generate a first data
packet comprising a first subsequence of the samples,
and to generate a second data packet comprising a sec-
ond subsequence of the samples, the data packet genera-
tor being configured to provide the first data packet with
a first packet sequence mark and to provide the second
data packet with a second packet sequence mark, the
packet sequence marks describing a temporal relation-
ship between the first subsequence of samples and the
second subsequence of samples; and

a device configured to determine a position of a satellite
receiver on the basis of data packets that are received
from the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite signal,
and are provided with packet sequence marks, the device
comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using the
packet sequence marks, whether one or more data pack-
ets between two received data packets have been lost,
and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as to
generate a data stream as a sequence of the received data
packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place of the
lost data packets;

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with a
reference data sequence so as to acquire a correlation
result, and

a position determiner configured to determine the position
of the satellite receiver based on the correlation result;
and

a transmitter connected between the satellite receiver and
the device configured to determine the position of the
satellite receiver, such that the device configured to
determine the position of the satellite receiver is fed the
output signal of the satellite receiver; wherein

the satellite receiver further comprises a second sampler
configured to sample a second satellite signal or a sec-
ond intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom so
as to acquire a sequence of samples for the second sat-
ellite signal; and

the data packet generator is configured to generate a third
data packet comprising a third subsequence of the
sequence of samples of the second sampler, and wherein
the data packet generator is configured to provide the
third data packet with a third packet sequence mark, the
first packet sequence mark and the third packet sequence
mark describing a temporal relationship between the
first subsequence of samples of the sampler and the third
subsequence of samples of the second sampler.

32. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein in the

satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
provide the data packets with a channel mark indicating
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whether the generated data packet comprises a subsequence
of'the samples of the sampler or a subsequence of the samples
of the second sampler.

33. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the second sampler is configured to tempo-
rally couple the sampling of the second receive signal or of the
second intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom to
the sampling, performed by the sampler, of the receive signal
or of the intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom.

34. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
provide the first subsequence and the third subsequence with
identical packet sequence marks when a time offset between
an initial sampling time of the first subsequence and an initial
sampling time of the third subsequence is within a tolerance
interval.

35. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein in the
satellite receiver, the data packet generator is configured to
generate the data packets with the same length.

36. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the receive
signal is a CDMA signal.

37. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the satellite
receiver is configured to communicate a position at which the
data packets are provided with a packet sequence mark to the
device via the transmitter or via an external channel, or
wherein the device is configured to communicate the position
to the satellite receiver via an external channel, or wherein the
system is configured to communicate the position to the sat-
ellite receiver and to the device upon switch-on, or wherein
the system is configured to determine the position from a
fixed quantity present within the satellite receiver or the
device or the system, or wherein the device is configured to
determine a position at which the data packets are provided
with a packet sequence mark on the basis of an identification
of a preamble within the data packets.

38. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the trans-
mitter is configured to asynchronously transmit the data pack-
ets.

39. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the trans-
mitter is configured to transmit the data packets in a unidirec-
tional manner without any reverse channel.

40. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the trans-
mitter is configured to transmit the data packets without any
redundancy.

41. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the trans-
mitter is configured to transmit the data packets in a non-fail-
safe manner.

42. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the output
signal of the satellite receiver comprises a time correlation
with the output signal of the device.

43. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the satellite
receiver is configured to generate a continuous data stream of’
data packets from the received receive signal, and wherein the
device is configured to generate a continuous data stream of
data packets and fill-in packets from the received data packets
and the one or more fill-in packets.

44. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the refer-
ence data sequence is at least three times as long as a data
packet, so that, even if a data packet is lost, a workable
correlation result is still achieved.

45. A system configured to transmit data packets that are
based on a first receive signal and a second receive signal of a
satellite receiver, comprise the first receive signal and the
second receive signal, and are provided with packet sequence
marks and channel marks, the system comprising:
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a satellite receiver configured to provide data packets that
are based on a satellite signal, comprising:

a sampler configured to sample the satellite signal or an
intermediate frequency signal derived therefrom so as to
acquire a sequence of samples for the satellite signal;

a data packet generator configured to generate a first data
packet comprising a first subsequence of the samples,
and to generate a second data packet comprising a sec-
ond subsequence of the samples, the data packet genera-
tor being configured to provide the first data packet with
a first packet sequence mark and to provide the second
data packet with a second packet sequence mark, the
packet sequence marks describing a temporal relation-
ship between the first subsequence of samples and the
second subsequence of samples;

a first device configured to determine a position of a satel-
lite receiver;

a second device configured to determine the position of the
satellite receiver,

a transmitter; and

a channel associator, wherein

the transmitter is connected between the satellite receiver
and the channel associator, so that the channel associator
is fed the output signal of the satellite receiver,

the channel associator is configured to feed the received
data packets to the first device or to the second device
while using a channel mark,

the first device configured to determine a position of a
satellite receiver is a device configured to determine a
position of a satellite receiver on the basis of data packets
that are received from the satellite receiver, comprise a
satellite signal, and are provided with packet sequence
marks, the device comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using
the packet sequence marks, whether one or more data
packets between two received data packets have been
lost, and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as
to generate a data stream as a sequence of the received
data packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place
of the lost data packets,

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with
a reference data sequence so as to acquire a correla-
tion result, and

a position determiner configured to determine the posi-
tion of the satellite receiver based on the correlation
result; and

the second device configured to determine a position of a
satellite receiver is a device configured to determine a
position of a satellite receiver on the basis of data packets
that are received from the satellite receiver, comprise a
satellite signal, and are provided with packet sequence
marks, the device comprising:

a packet loss detector configured to detect, while using
the packet sequence marks, whether one or more data
packets between two received data packets have been
lost, and

a data packet processor configured to replace the one or
more lost packets by one or more fill-in packets so as
to generate a data stream as a sequence of the received
data packets and of the fill-in packets inserted in place
of the lost data packets, and

a correlator configured to correlate the data stream with
a reference data sequence so as to acquire a correla-
tion result, and
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a position determiner configured to determine the posi-
tion of the satellite receiver based on the correlation
result.

46. The system as claimed in claim 45, wherein the second
device is configured to be coupled to the first device so as to
generate the data stream of the second device such that it is
temporally synchronous with the data stream of the first
device.

47. A non-transitory computer readable medium including
a computer program for performing, when the computer pro-
gram runs on a computer, a method of determining a position
of a satellite receiver on the basis of data packets that are
received from the satellite receiver, comprise a satellite sig-
nal, and are provided with packet sequence marks,

the method comprising:

detecting, while using the packet sequence marks, whether

one or more data packets between two received data

packets have been lost;
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replacing the one or more lost packets by one or more fill-in
packets so as to generate a data stream as a sequence of
the received data packets and of the fill-in packets
inserted in place of the lost data packets;

correlating the data stream with a reference data sequence
s0 as to acquire a correlation result; and

determining the position of the satellite receiver based on
the correlation result; wherein

a number of lost data packets between two successively
received data packets is determined by evaluating a rela-
tionship between the packet sequence marks of the two
successively received data packets; and

the packet sequence marks are configured as counters, and
wherein the number of lost data packets is determined
while using the difference of the counter readings of the
two counters within two successively received data
packets.
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